U.S. Senator Jean Carnahan Has Expressed Strong Support for
Geocell’s Rapid Deployment Flood Wall in the Fiscal Year 2003

Federal Budget
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Dear Chairman Reid and Ranking Member Domenici:

As you prepare to finalize the Energy and Water Appropristions for FY 2003, [ would
Yike to request that you include $2.5 million in finding under P.L. 84-99 guthority to the U.S.
Army Corps of Eogineers to establish a pilot project wilizing the Rapid Deployment Flood Wail
(RDFW) in the Seld. 1t is my understanding that at least two Coeps Districts have requested this
material to date, and they are anxious to have this produst available in the event of fAwther
fiooding. Providing the Corps with funds specifically targeted for the deployment of RDFW will
make this product more sccessible to those in the feld who must respond to omergensy flood
situations.

Each year, our nation spends billions of dojlars in emergency fload relief operations,
relying besvily on sandbags 33 the primary meens of immediate flood protection. Unfornmately,
sandbag tachnology Is outdated and our continued dependence on saudbags is putting our
comumwities at ever inereasing risk. As someone who represents a stats whose citizens are all
too familiar with flocds, T am want to make every tool available that will aid the Corps snd my
constituents when the flood waters begin to rise.

The Rapid Deployment Flood Wall (RDFW) is an innovetive new flood-fighting
techmology that {5 specifically designed to replace or augment smdbags during flood
emergeacies. RDFW is an expandable, stackable, modular wall made out of a tough,
lightweight, enviconmersally responsible plastic that can be filled with sand and other locally
available fill material for use as 3 food protection wall, RDFW is & dramatic improvement in
flood fighting technology that is cost-effective, requires less manpower, provides higher levels of
flood protection, end can be deployed much faster than protoctive sandbag walls,
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RDFW is the resalt of 3 Cooperative Resesvedl and Development Agrocmant betwem
Goooell Syntems Inc. and e U S. Armay Cozps of Enginears. The Corps’ ka
204 Developessmt Conter in Vicksbarg, Mississipni conduntad exvensve sostysis, shich
in mmccesstul wsting of Geocell’s RDFW. mmhhwumhm
goveronuns billicns of doliare anemelly in food-fighting and cleasup oosts as well as saving
Eillions niote by providing superior protection for property and most importantly, lives.

Ris my bope thas you will provido the aecessery fhading for this inpovative new Sood
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comnsmnities throughout this cowntry. Tharik you for your consideration of this requast.

Sincaraly,

e Conate
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